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Ekenna intertwines historical, literary, and popular culture references, along with compelling observations, to 
encourage others to tell their stories too.

We Must Hear All the Stories, by Chief Nnamdi A. Ekenna, reads as a call to seize the day and share stories in order 
to connect with the larger narrative of humanity. The book is inspired by the influential African author Chinua Achebe, 
who said, “My position, therefore, is that we must hear all the stories. … And by hearing all the stories we find points 
of contact and communication, and the world story, the Great Story, will have a chance to develop.” Ekenna 
endeavors to encourage others to tell their stories in order to arrive at greater cultural understanding.

Perhaps most compelling are Ekenna’s observations on death, and how the dying are treated compared to how 
people treat one another on a daily basis. Recalling his first visit to a hospice environment, Ekenna asks whether we 
have to wait until “the last minute to be as human and humane to each other as we can be. My rage and disappointing 
defeat was hinged on the realization that these qualities of being genial was in us all the time, it is only that we never 
channeled them, because we took things for granted and slacked on what we could be to each other, maybe because 
we thought that we will be here forever.”

Ekenna’s call to action, regarding interpersonal interactions and sharing stories, centers on a sincere appreciation for 
the present, and a rejection of the future as a guarantee. “Waiting may be the death of us,” he writes, and urges his 
readers to embrace whatever dreams and ambitions they harbor and not wait until the “right” time to pursue them. 
This is a book built on inspiration and encouragement, written in a warm and conversational tone.

The overall format of the book would benefit from restructuring. Ekenna uses many different fonts and space breaks in 
order to organize and emphasize his points. However, the result is visually overwhelming and cluttered. In addition, 
the writing would be strengthened by basic line edits for typos and inconsistencies. Though the cover art represents 
the author’s call, the colors and typeface blur to the point of illegibility.

One of Ekenna’s strengths in his pursuit of the “Great Story,” is his ability to intertwine historical, literary, and popular 
culture references—including Wole Soyinka, Albert Einstein, Bob Marley, Sade, and Bill Cosby—with his own 
narrative as a means of bolstering his claims. His choice of familiar, if not household, names casts him as a trusted 
narrator. He is not lofty, though his ideas demand great self-awareness, an almost spiritual astuteness, in his readers. 
However, his citations might be better given as attributions, rather than footnotes.

The work of an editor would help to bring this rich and provocative text to a wider readership. This should in no way 
discourage Ekenna, who poignantly observed: “Being bold in deciding to write, to write something, to write anything, is 
not an assertion of eruditeness or perfection, it is just an affirmation … a stand of strength.”
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