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Tokachi Millennium Forest is a gorgeous overview of the design and construction of the Millennium Forest, envisioned 
by entrepreneur Mitsushige Hayashi, who bought land to make his newspaper business carbon neutral. Over time, the 
space transformed, with Hayashi aiming to create a landscape that would be sustainable for 1,000 years.

Photographs and text from designer Dan Pearson and head gardener Midori Shintani illuminate the process of 
fulfilling Hayashi’s vision for a beautiful space where visitors can engage with a variety of natural experiences, 
including the forest, meadow, mountains, a kitchen garden, and a rose garden.

The nearly 600-acre site on Hokkaido is blanketed in snow half the year, but its vibrant growing season allows an 
unexpected and lush variety of plant life. The book’s descriptions of site work and plantings get pretty geeky, but plant 
lovers will enjoy the beautiful photographs of the landscape and specimens, as well as the book’s explorations of how 
the gardens were designed to fit in with the imposing Hidaka Mountain backdrop.

Tokachi Millennium Forest is a lovely book that tells an important story about what can happen when people work 
together to establish a legacy that will live long beyond anyone who built it.

SARAH WHITE (March / April 2021)
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