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What is American history other than a record of stuff that happened somehow related to the people and places of this 
country. Everything in the past is history, and no matter how insignificant, it factors into the character and identity of 
this young buck of a country. There is much to be proud of, to be sure, but recognizing the unflattering and shameful 
is how we become better as a people and not doomed to repeat the act. America made one such blunder when it 
ingloriously knocked on the door of a young American living with his wife and daughters in Seattle in the early 1940s 
and incarcerated the family along with 100,000 other Americans in remote Western detention camps. We know about 
Seattleite Takuichi Fujuii because he was an accomplished artist who decided to document his three years and five 
months imprisonment with 249 inked drawings to accompany his diary. The sketches and captions are often gut 
wrenching. Early in the internment, he writes: “Indeed, this is an odd door. The lock is on the outside. I see that this 
relocation center is a prison.” A once-in-a-lifetime work of history and art, Takuichi’s diary was translated by his 
grandson Sandy Kita.
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