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In Eugen Bacon and Andrew Hook’s literary science fiction novel Secondhand Daylight, time travel complements a 
search for belonging.

Green is an outsider who has no ambition, family, or friends. The peak of his week is going to the disco at the Sarah 
Sands Hotel; he knows the club and its patrons well. One night, he spots a woman he’s never seen before. On the 
dance floor, he moves toward her; a pulse shoots through his body, and he wakes in the street two hours later. The 
incident sets off a series of uncontrollable blackouts that Green discovers are time jumps into the future. Green 
realizes that he needs to stop what is happening or he will keep jumping into infinity.

Centuries in the future, Zada is sent into the past by Green’s AI alter ego to intercept him and stop the jumps from 
happening. Carrying an interdimensional tesseract that will reset Green’s timeline once she finds him, Zada goes on 
the hunt for Green. But Green is an elusive prey, and Zada keeps missing him. Zada realizes that if she fails in her 
mission, she will be jumping back in time forever.

Secondhand Daylight is a refreshing take on time travel novels. Based in quantum theory, the stumbling blocks of time 
travel narratives are solved: time is no longer linear, and the Butterfly Effect no longer matters. The implications of 
immortality, knowing the future, and changing the past are addressed when Green and Zada hunt after each other 
through time.

Secondhand Daylight is a thrilling science fiction novel about the serendipity of being in the right place at the right time.

ERIKA HARLITZ KERN (September / October 2023)
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