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There are good dragons and there are bad dragons, pronounces a new mother in Melissa Dickey’s poetry collection. 
Dragons encapsulates the potency of modern womanhood, with its fearsome potentiality and its perceived limits, and 
dances between outside expectations and personal desires:

I did what they said: *Hold your baby. Give her a kiss.* I did what they said I did what they said I did.

Dickey’s narrations teem with doubt, with need, with awareness of the roles that women are supposed to play and 
with hope that those limits are not binding. New motherhood proves to be challenging; a lost family member’s once 
forgotten words haunt a wood that once seemed full of life.

We are are not who we think we are, it’s clearer all the time.

The exquisite yearning in these lines, coupled with their occasional brutality, makes this an emotionally challenging, 
and always rewarding, collection.

MICHELLE ANNE SCHINGLER (August 22, 2016)
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