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Though its details are painful, this story of overcoming childhood abuse is inspiring.
In Deliver Us from Evil, Ron Corcoran uses the events of his painful childhood to convey the healing power of faith
and the importance of spiritual redemption. This book is a journey through the mind of a victim of abuse, his loss of
innocence, and his eventual acceptance of his past.
The volume is divided into two distinct halves. The first half, titled “The Gates of Hell,” details the abuse Corcoran
endured from the age of four until he was nineteen. The autobiography starts with the author as a child, in the midst of
a terrible act of physical violence at the hands of his mother. From there, the story shifts to focus on years of abuse
from family members and friends alike.
This abuse came in many forms. Corcoran shares deeply personal experiences of crushing acts of physical, verbal,
mental, emotional, and sexual violence. His mother, using religion as a crutch for the severe mistreatment of her son,
spiritually abused him by constantly telling him he was a sinner and was going to hell for eternity.
Within this half of the book, Corcoran also plants the seeds of his search to understand why this abuse occurred and
whether there is a path for him to forgive those who have hurt him. He presents this possibility as a rejoicing moment,
wherein he must accept the past before he can move on to his future. That leads into the second and most important
segment, called “Damascus Road,” which covers Corcoran’s spiritual awakening and healing.
Corcoran developed a deep mistrust of God and spent years trying to rebuild his faith. That work makes up the true
meat of the book. The author describes feeling lost and isolated, accounts that are troubling and sad, yet he is also
able to perfectly depict his spiritual rediscovery and personal redemption in a way that truly inspires.
While the subject matter is quite sensitive, Corcoran presents it deftly. The specific experiences he shares include
minute, yet important, painful details. The passages are written with an obvious passion, which hammers home the
importance of his story. The author’s peaceful and welcoming voice helps to present a central theme that is vital and
heartwarming despite the terrible roots from which it grew. Each person’s spiritual journey is unique, but Corcoran’s
ability to survive and flourish through God and faith results in a truly heroic tale.
Deliver Us from Evil, although detailing experiences of a sensitive nature, is a book that will be enjoyed by anyone
interested in others’ faith journeys, especially those who love to see children overcome deep odds.
RON WATSON (September 22, 2016)
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