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The world is full of noise, but Susan Roberts’s prayerful Can You Hear God Now? cuts through it all to find some 
needed holy clarity.

Learning how to listen to the still small voice of God takes a helpful and faithful guide, Roberts knows. Her book draws 
from a survey that asked participants to describe how they heard God’s voice. From the responses she draws 
anecdotes, combining them to showcase themes and ideas about discerning holiness amid the chaos.

First focusing on preparing oneself for hearing from God, the book explores topics like finding the right relationship 
with God, how to spend time with the Bible, and being spiritually ready to connect to the divine. Next the text 
considers prayer, including handling an answer of “no” and what to do when God’s voice is unclear. Everything works 
toward a specific consideration of discernment, including tips about what to listen for, how to listen actively, and how 
to connect to the Holy Spirit as a guide.

The book’s theories are tied to poignant personal stories that highlight what this looks like in practice, in the lives of 
everyday Christians who seek God’s help. They are people wondering about what house to buy, how to find a lost 
diamond, or how to listen when God doesn’t respond as expected. Reflection questions follow each chapter with 
reminders that human beings need to “stop and refresh.”

Practical and engaging, Can You Hear God Now? knows that, while God is infallible, our discernment is not. It imparts 
confidence that hearing God’s voice is a result of preparedness and openness to hearing what God has to say.

JEREMIAH ROOD (July/August 2019)
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