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Hilda Eunice Burgos’s Ana María Reyes Does Not Live in a Castle is thoughtful and entertaining. Eleven-year-old Ana
María is bright, talented, and precocious, the second child in a family with four—soon to be five—children. She
dreams of playing the piano at Lincoln Center and of attending the prestigious Eleanor School, but often feels
overlooked.
Then Ana María’s Tía Nona comes to visit. She is engaged, and her wealthy fiancé is going to pay for Ana María’s
entire family to go to the Dominican Republic, where much of their extended family still lives, for the wedding.
The story is filled with beautiful observations and lessons. Ana María learns a great deal about wealth; she observes
the significant differences that exist between those who have material abundance and those who do not. She sees her
beloved aunt mistreat a young servant girl who is Ana María’s age, and she watches as her family and neighbors work
hard to support one another whenever there is need. She begins to understand that while her hopes and dreams are
important, taking care of the people in her life is even more meaningful and satisfying.
The characters in Ana María’s life are complex, flawed, and likable. Ana María evolves and grows throughout the
course of the story, and her family and friends grow with her. Wonderful details about the culture of the Dominican
Republic make the story richer and more real. Ana María Does Not Live in a Castle is a meaningful, memorable, and
thoroughly enjoyable book for middle-grade readers—a true pleasure to read.
CATHERINE THURESON (November/December 2018)
Disclosure: This article is not an endorsement, but a review. The author of this book provided free copies of the book to have their book reviewed by
a professional reviewer. No fee was paid by the author for this review. Foreword Reviews only recommends books that we love. Foreword
Magazine, Inc. is disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255.

Source: https://www.forewordreviews.com/reviews/ana-maria-reyes-does-not-live-in-a-castle/

